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Why Renewable Energy Needs Better Storage
Ever wondered why we can't just power entire cities with solar panels and wind turbines alone? The answer

lies in what industry insiders call the "intermittency conundrum” - renewable sources generate power when
nature permits, not necessarily when humans need it.

Traditional lithium-ion batteries, while great for short-term storage, become prohibitively expensive for
storing energy beyond 4-6 hours. This limitation explains why fossil fuel plants still provide 63% of global
baseload power despite renewable capacity growth. Energy Dome's recent EURS5 million Series B funding
round signals growing recognition that long-duration storage holds the key to true energy transition.

How CO2 Batteries Work Differently

A giant dome filled with carbon dioxide gas, using nothing but thermodynamics to store renewable energy.
Here's the step-by-step magic:

Charge Phase: Compress CO2 gas into liquid using excess solar/wind power
Store Heat: Capture thermal energy from compression (up to 5007C)
Discharge Phase: Vaporize liguid CO2 using stored heat to drive turbines

What makes this revolutionary isn't just the physics - it's the economics. By using standard industrial
components (think off-the-shelf heat exchangers and CO2 tanks), Energy Dome avoids the supply chain
bottlenecks plaguing lithium battery production. Their Sardinia pilot plant already achieves 75% round-trip
efficiency, comparable to pumped hydro but without geographical constraints.

The Cost Advantage Over Lithium

"Why should utilities care about another storage technology?' you might ask. The numbers tell a compelling
story:
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Metric
CO2 Battery
Lithium-ion

Cost per kWh
EUR220
EUR450+

Duration
10-24 hours
4-6 hours

Scalability
Unlimited sites
Fire safety limits

Energy Dome's partnership with Orsted on 200MWh projects demonstrates how utilities are voting with their
checkbooks. The technology's modular design allows deployment near wind farms or industrial zones - no
mountain valleys required for pumped hydro.

Real-World Deployments Accelerating
From Milan to Maaysia, the CO2 battery revolution is gaining momentum:

Italy: 4AMWh pilot operational since 2022
Oman: New investor participation in 2023 funding round
China: Joint venture with Shuangliang Energy Systems

What's truly groundbreaking isn't just the technology itself, but the business model. Through
"Storage-as-a-Service' agreements, Energy Dome handles financing and operations while clients pay per
discharged kWh. This removes upfront cost barriers that often stall renewable projects.

The Road Ahead
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While skeptics question the efficiency gap versus lithium, the industry's response speaks volumes. With
9GWh in global projects pipeline, CO2 batteries could displace 18 million tons of coal-fired generation
annually by 2030. The real test comes in 2024 when their first 200MWh commercial plant goes live - a
milestone that could redefine grid-scale storage economics.

As one engineer at the Sardinia facility told me, "We're not just storing energy - we're storing hope for a
carbon-neutral grid." Whether that hope materializes depends on scaling speed, but the pieces are finally

falling into place.

Web: https://www.solarsol utionsdeveryone.co.za
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