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The State of Solar Affordability

As of March 2025, solar panel prices in Uganda range from $0.38/W for utility-scale installations to $0.85/W
for residential systems. But wait, no--that's actually lower than last year's figures. Recent tariff adjustments
and localized manufacturing have driven costs down by 12-15% since Q4 2024.

Price Breakdown by System Type

Complete 5kW home systems now average $4,200 including installation, compared to $5,100 in 2023. The
game-changer? Ugandan startups are producing solar mounting brackets locally, cutting transportation costs
by 30%.

What's Driving Price Changes?
Three factors dominate the Ugandan solar market:

Government's 10% tax waiver on solar components
Chinese manufacturers opening Kampala assembly plants
Rising demand from agricultural irrigation projects

A maize farmer in Gulu Province spends $600 annually on diesel pumps. Switching to solar irrigation requires
$1,800 upfront--but pays back in 2.7 years through fuel savings. No wonder agricultural adoptions tripled last
year!

Navigating the Market Smartly
When evaluating solar solutions, consider:

Warranty terms (look for 10+ years)

Local service centers
Battery compatibility
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A Kampala hospital saved 40% on energy costs by combining tier-1 panels with locally manufactured lithium
batteries. The secret sauce? They sized their system to handle 130% of current needs, anticipating future
expansion.

Solar Transforming Communities

In rural Nakaseke, 200 households pooled resources to install a shared solar microgrid. Their $18,000
investment eliminated kerosene expenses within 18 months. "It's not just about lights," explains village |eader
Kato Mubiru. "Our children now study safely at night, and mobile charging generates extraincome.”

The Mobile Money Advantage

Pay-as-you-go solar companies like M-KOPA report 89% customer satisfaction through mobile payment
plans. Users pay $0.35 daily viaM TN Mobile Money--less than their former weekly kerosene budget.

As Uganda approaches its 2030 renewable energy targets, solar adoption keeps accelerating. The real question
isn't "Can we afford solar?' but "Can we afford to wait?' With panel efficiencies improving 1.5% annually

and prices trending downward, early adopters reap the biggest rewards.

Web: https://www.solarsol utions4everyone.co.za

Page 2/2



